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Guidance for Narrative CVs
 for CINP Graduate Fellowship Applicants
What is a Narrative CV?

A narrative CV provides a structured written description of a person’s contributions and achievements that reflects a broad range of relevant skills and experiences, more than can often be seen in a traditional academic CV. The narrative CV is an opportunity for applicants to describe the quality, originality, and impact of their past and current research in relation to their disciplinary norms, context-specific methodologies and epistemologies, and labour or outputs that may not be readily visible in a traditional academic CV.

General Guidance on writing your Narrative CV

Be selective: The narrative CV format is intended to shift the focus from quantity to quality:
· Don’t overwhelm reviewers with long lists, or dilute the communication of your key achievements.
· Think about your strongest contributions, and those that are most relevant to the call you are applying for.
·  Focus on what you have achieved rather than what you plan to do in the future. 
Provide evidence: When choosing material to include, think about how you are going to provide evidence for quality and importance. Describe outcomes and how you enabled them, rather than just stating activities. 
· You can include both qualitative and quantitative evidence. 
· Don’t overlook collaborative activities. For a team project, mention your specific contributions and the skills that you used or developed.
·  To reference a publication, use only the title, journal name and the first few authors.

Provide context: Unlike a traditional CV, a narrative CV allows you to explain how the activities enhanced your skills  and the rationale for undertaking those activities. 

· Different researchers will have had different opportunities in their careers; focus on what you did with the opportunities that were available to you. 

· If applicable, you may describe factors that may help reviewers understand the context for your narrative CV, such as career breaks for family care reasons.
Write concisely and clearly: For each section of your narrative CV, you should avoid jargon and present a clear case for the quality of your contributions and impacts. Consider the following structure:
1. Summary sentence: start with the main message that you want a reviewer to notice, or refer back to, which could be a unifying theme of the examples that follow.
2. Succinct descriptions of your strongest contributions: what you did and why it is important, with evidence. This could be in sentences or bullet points. You could group entries that are supported by the same evidence.
3. Sentence summarizing additional contributions: end with a brief mention of other activities or contributions that you do not have space to describe fully but you feel are important for this funding application.

Example sentence structure: Description of your role and skills in [project/hypothesis/method A], the means by which it came about or was developed further, and the importance of it, as shown by [evidence B, showing significance for the field and/or societal impact, e.g. basis for future collaboration or ongoing work of others, awards, or outcomes for communities].

Example: “I carried out the data integration using [method A] and co-wrote a technical report on our analysis of the effects of [B and C] on the data quality from our experiment.” 







